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NeW SiReS FOR 2010 BUFFALO MAN

By John RiChaRDson

Totara Park Stud – $6,500 Stud FeePEDIGREE PROFILE

www.westburystud.com
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dual Gr.1 winninG miler
– music to your ears

Librettist
•  Won 7 of his first 8 starts including  

two Gr.1’s over a mile

• The only Gr.1 winning son of Danzig  
standing at stud in New Zealand

•  Has made a flying start to his stud career  
in the Northern Hemisphere having already 

left Gr.2 July Stakes winner Libranno.

$12,500 +Gst LFG
Librettist stands alongside  

Swiss Ace, Postponed, Red Giant, 
Captain Rio, Faltaat and Cecconi.

For more information, contact  
Kristelle or russell on (09) 292 7070
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Totara Park’s new stallion Buffalo Man is by budding sire-of-sires El Prado.

The Sadler’s Wells line of Nor thern 
Dancer has been supreme now in 
the nor thern hemisphere for more 
than two decades and his sons such 
as Montjeu, High Chaparral, Scenic 
and Galileo have dominated recent 
classic af fairs.  A lesser known, but 
never theless ver y talented sire son 
of the great horse has been El Prado, 
who was joint champion Irish 2YO of 
1991, when he won the G1 Curragh 
National Stakes.  This grey horse 
inherits his grey colouring through his 
third dam Ghazni, a daughter of the 
record breaking 1936 English Derby 
winner Mahmoud, himself a grandson 
of Mumtaz Mahal.  At stud El Prado 
has been an outstanding success 
being Champion U.S. Sire of 2002 and 
second, third and fifth on the same list 
in the succeeding three seasons.

He has sired 72 stakes winners 
to date including the elite winners 
Kitten’s Joy (Belmont Joe Hirsch 
Tur f Championship Invitational and 
Arlington Secretariat S.), Medaglia 
d’Oro (Gulfstream Donn H., Saratoga 
Travers S.), Borrego (Belmont Jockey 
Club Gold Cup), Artie Schiller (Breeders 
Cup Mile), evergreen Spanish Moon 
(Grand Prix de Saint-Cloud), Asi Siempre 
(Keeneland Spinster S.) and Navajo 
Pearl (Woodbine Princess Elizabeth 
S.).  He is assembling something of a 
reputation as a sire of sires too with 
Medaglia d’Oro shuttling to Australia 
this coming spring on the back of a 
big reputation in America where his 17 
stakes winners include the 2009 U.S. 
Horse of the Year 2009, once beaten 
Rachel Alexandra.  Borrego, who is 
bred on the same Alydar cross as 
the subject of this ar ticle, is Leading 
American First Crop Sire, whilst Kitten’s 
Joy is Leading American First Crop sire 
of Stakes Winners.

One of the best and most consistent 
racehorse sons of El Prado is Totara 
Park’s new acquisition BUFFALO MAN, 
whose appeal to the stud owners 
Les  Dona ldson ,  daughte r  N icc i 
and her husband Dirk Oberholster 
was obvious given that, apar t from 
pedigree, per formance, conformation 
and temperament, his multiple stakes 
winning dam is a half sister to Totara’s 
successful resident sire Rusty Spur.  
A cross with a Rusty Spur mare will 
give a close up sex balance to the 
grandam Goodbye Hear t.

Buf falo Man was a runner, and he 
won major stakes on the major East 
coast tracks at two, three and four 
years.  As a juvenile he landed three 
victories from 5 star ts winning the 
Meadowlands Storm Cat Stakes over 
8 ¼ furlongs and running third in the 
G3 Monmouth Sapling Stakes.  As a 
three year old he scored twice in the 
Gulfstream Spectacular Bid S., 6 f. and 
the Ocala Breeders Sale Championship 
S., 8 ½ f. and was also runner up twice 
in stakes.  He peaked this good form 
as a four year old winning three stakes 
viz. the G3 Gulfstream Appleton H., 
1 mile, G3 Monmouth Red Bank S. 1 
mile, and Belmont Inside the Beltway 
S., 6 f. with stakes placings including 
3rd in the G3 Belmont Knickerbocker 
H. 9 f.  He ended his career early 
the following year with a 3rd in the 
G3 Gulfstream Canadian Tur f S. over 
a mile, retiring as the winner of 8 

races from 5 to 8 ½ furlongs and 6 
placings from 23 star ts with earnings 
of US$505,234.  He could run the 
times too, going 1 m. 8 s. for 6 f. and 
1m. 33 s. for a mile.

The dam of Buf falo Man is Per fect 
Six, four of whose five wins were 
in stakes including the Hollywood 
Moccasin Stakes and Santa Anita 
Santa Paula Stakes and she was 3rd 
in the G1 Hollywood Starlet Stakes.  
Including Buffalo Man, she has left four 
winners from 5 foals to date including 
the stakes placed Ada’s Dream, whilst 
her sire, the Alydar horse Saratoga Six, 
was unbeaten in 4 star ts at two years 
including the Del Mar Futurity S. and 
Hollywood Juvenile Championship. 

Pe r fec t  S i x  i s  ha l f  s is te r  to 
Commitisize (Explodent), winner of 
the G2 Santa Anita El Rincon H., G3 
Hollyowood Prevue S., G3 Cinema H. 
and G3 Santa Anita Arcadia H., to 
Explode To Win and to Rusty Spur, 
a dual stakes winner and grade two 
placed.

The third dam of Totara’s new sire 
is Keeper of My Hear t, by Raise Your 
Glass (Raise A Native) winner of the 
Tremont S.  She is half sister to two 
stakes winners from the stakes placed 
More Mink, herself a half sister to 
Ever ything Lovely winner of the G2 
Santa Anita Santa Paula H., G3 Les 
Flores H. and G3 Hollywood Milady 

H.  More Mink was out of the juvenile 
stakes winner Glenzel, a full sister to 
stakes winning Glen Laddie.  This is 
quite an unusual family as the eighth 
dam of Buf falo Man was foaled as 
recently as 1933.  It would be the 
norm for eight generations to go back 
to the 1890s.

A look at Buf falo Man’s sire El 
Prado’s own male parent, Sadler’s 
Wells, indicates balanced line breeding 
to Hyperion and his sire Gainsborough, 
Blue Larkspur, Blandford and his sire 
Swynford, whilst El Prado’s dam Lady 
Capulet, by Sir Ivor, is similarly endowed 
to Pharos, Mahmoud, Pharamond and 
the mare Alcibiades (Kentucky Oaks, 
Arlington Oaks).  The latter two combine 
to produce the top sire Menow, the 
grandsire of Lady Capulet’s dam 
Cap and Bells, and also as sire and 
grandam to produce Athenia, who is 
grandam of the great racehorse and 
sire Sir Ivor.  Add to this the presence 
of Mahmoud close up in the pedigree 
of both Sir Ivor’s dam Attica, and as 
sire of Ghazni the grandam of Lady 
Capulet, and one can see that there 
are some very strong genetic patterns 
at work.

El Prado is line bred in sex balance 
to Mahmoud three times in the four th 
and fifth removes, and it is scarcely 
fanciful to suggest that this great 
horse is a major source of his ability 

both on the track and at stud.  We 
know, of course, that he has inherited 
the gene that causes the grey colour 
(one parent must always be a grey), 
so why not the rest of his genome?  
It is interesting to note that there are, 
at least, 15 lines of the grey Mumtaz 
Mahal, who is grandam of Mahmoud, 
in Buf falo Man’s char t, although 
he has not inherited his sire’s grey 
coat.  This suggests that a fur ther 
build up of both Mumtaz Mahal and 
her influential half sister Lady Juror 
might produce the goods.  Besides 
Mahmoud, El Prado is also balance 
crossed to Pharos, Gainsborough, 
Teddy, Blandford, Polynesian and the 
mare Mumtaz Begum (daughter of 
Mumtaz Mahal).

On the distaf f side, the damsire 
Saratoga Six is balanced to Bull Lea 
(3) and Nasrullah (3), plus four female 
lines of Blenheim (sire of Mahmoud).  
Buffalo Man’s grandam Goodbye Heart 
has balanced crosses four times each 
of Polynesian and Nasrullah and forms 
a readily discernible pattern.  

A l l  o f  th is  r esu l ts  in  fu r ther 
augmentation of the above in Buf falo 
Man’s dam Per fect Six, who spor ts 
balanced linebreeding to Polynesian 
(5), Nasrullah (6), Bull Lea (5), Nearco 
(7) and The Por ter (by Sweep, and a 
multiple stakes winner and leading 
American broodmare sire), plus no 
fewer than nine male lines of Teddy.

As we can see the genetics are 
beginning to stack up, and if we 
can find the right mares (requiring 
much research) Buf falo Man has 
the genetic credentials to be a big 
success.  Buffalo Man, who is bred on 
the straightforward nick of Nor thern 
Dancer over Raise A Native, shows 
balanced linebreeding to Native Dancer, 
Hail To Reason, Menow, Bull Dog, and 
Blenheim within seven generations with 
much more in behind.

In selecting mares to go to the new 
horse, it will be beneficial to add extra 
sex balanced crosses through sons of 
such as Bold Reason (Sound Reason), 
Forli, Sir Ivor, Tom Fool and Princequillo 
and through daughters of  Nor thern 
Dancer, Nearctic, Sadler’s Wells (also 
related Fair y King and Nureyev), Turn-
to, Sir Gaylord, Raise A Native, Alydar 
and Bold Ruler.

Sir Tristram is the paramount son 
of Sir Ivor and his blood should mesh 
extra well with Buf falo Man, as also 
might lines through Mr. Prospector and 
Blushing Groom.  Prized is broodmare 
sire of a group winner by El Prado, 
and what works once may well work 
again.  Danehill is another prolific 
presence that might gel well and 
there are a multiplicity of sons and 
grandsons to choose from.  Looking 
through young broodmare sires, I was 
taken with the potential of Bachelor 
Duke and D’Cash here, whilst others 
of interest for dif fering reasons were 
Captain Rio, Danske, Colombia, Don 
Eduardo, Frenchpark, Sakura Seeking, 
San Luis, Savabeel, Senor Pete, 
Shinko King, Spar tacus, Stark South, 
Storm Creek, Stravinsky, Ustinov, Van 
Nistelrooy, Viking Ruler and Zabeel.  
There is plenty of potential out there 
to give this horse ever y chance of 
sire success.


